
Celebrating Our Differences 8th Grade Suggested Summer Reading List 
 

Students will be expected to read two books over the summer; one must will be a choice reading book 
chosen by the student. As with all books in 8th grade, it’s important to remember that in today’s society we 
are faced with many difficult issues and situations. These issues speak to our most basic human instincts, 
curiosities and needs. Therefore, we will more than likely come across them through the literature we read. 
As individuals, we all have various opinions when interpreting what is and is not deemed appropriate for our 
children. We respect those opinions and feel that it is your responsibility as parents and guardians to ensure 
that the materials your child reads fall within those guidelines. We encourage you to keep this in mind while 
helping your child select the books that they read throughout the year, starting with our Summer Reading 
Assignment. 
  
Choice: Your choice book can be either fiction or nonfiction, however it must meet two requirements. 1. 
Your choice book must fall into our Celebrating Our Differences theme. 
2. The book you choose must not have been made into a movie. We feel it’s important to experience 
literature without the influence of a filmmaker’s mind.  
 

Choice Reading Assignment Options 
 

Choose one of the following assignments to turn in to your English Teacher on the first day of school. 
 

1. Write an essay in which you explore the theme in the novel you selected.  How did the main character (s) 
change throughout the course of the story? 
 
 2. Letter exchange: Create a letter exchange between a character and the author or write a series of 
self-reflective letters from several characters on what the character(S) learned about himself, others, and 
life.  
 
3. Current events: Select five current news or feature stories from television or news magazines that you 
think your character would be interested in. Then explain how your character would respond to each of the 
stories and the opinions your character would have about what was happening in the story. 
 
4. Public Service Announcement: Think of an issue that was very important to your character. Then create a 
pamphlet or newspaper article aimed at persuading others of the importance of the issue. Include factual 
information, testimonials, pictures or graphics, etc.  
 
5. Book Review: Share your opinions and thoughts on the piece you read. Your review should include some 
specific examples of parts you liked/disliked about your book, with explanation to support your ideas. Get 
creative with it! While you should not give away the ending, you should give us enough detail and 
description that it’s very clear you actually read the book. Wrap it up with a rating of some sort! 
 
 



Title/ 
Author 

Cover  Summary 

Paperboy  
by Vince Vawter 

 

Little Man throws the meanest fastball in town. But talking is a whole different ball game. He can 
barely say a word without stuttering. So when he takes over his best friend’s paper route for the 
month of July, he’s not exactly looking forward to interacting with the customers. But it’s the 
neighborhood junkman, a bully and thief, who stirs up real trouble in Little Man’s life. 
 
* Newberry Honor 2014  

Stuck in Neutral 
by Terry Trueman 

 

Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy and cannot function, 
relates his perceptions of his life, his family, and his condition, especially as he believes his 
father is planning to kill him. 
 
* ALA Notable Children’s Books 2001, recommended by Ms. Nickoloff, KCMS Digital Teacher 
Librarian 

Counting by 7’s 
by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

 

Twelve-year-old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out how to connect with other 
people and find a surrogate family for herself after her parents are killed in a car accident. 
 
*Recommended by Ms. Weller, KCMS Science Teacher 

The Playbook: 52 Rules 
to Aim, Shoot, and Score 
in this Game Called Life  

by Kwame Alexander 

 

Kwame Alexander shares poetry and inspiring lessons about the rules of life, as well as uplifting 
quotes from athletes such as Stephen Curry and Venus Williams and other exemplars like Sonia 
Sotomayor and Michelle Obama in this motivational and inspirational book just right for 
graduates of any age and anyone needing a little encouragement. 
 
* Recommended by Ms. Nickoloff, KCMS Digital Teacher Librarian 

Wonder  
by R.J. Palacio 

 

Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial abnormalities and was not 
expected to survive, goes from being home-schooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle 
school in Manhattan, which entails enduring the taunts and fear of his classmates as he 
struggles to be seen as just another student. 
 
* New York Times Best Seller, Mark Twain Award 2015, recommended by Christie Hurt, KCMS 
Principal 

The Absolutely True 
Diary of a Part Time 

Indian 
by Sherman Alexie 

 

Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to 
attend an all-white farm town school where the only other Native American is the school mascot. 
 
* National Book Award Winner, Recommended by Mark Stenbeck, KCMS SEL Specialist and 
Ms. Thomas, Columbine High School Digital Teacher Librarian 

To Kill a Mockingbird  
by Harper Lee 

 
*** Contains mature 

content *** 
 

Eight-year-old "Scout" Finch tells of life in a small Alabama town where her father is a lawyer. 
This novel deals with the serious issues of rape and racial inequality and should be read with 
ongoing conversations as a family. 
 
* Pulitzer Prize 1961, Recommended by Ms. Penrose, KCMS ELA Teacher 

The View from Saturday 
by E.L Konigsburg 

 

Four students, with their own individual stories, develop a special bond and attract the attention 
of their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses them to represent their sixth-grade class in the 
Academic Bowl competition. 
 
* ALA Notable Children’s book 1997, Newberry Medal 1997, recommended by Ms. Workman, 
Columbine Hills/Dutch Creek Elementary Digital Teacher Librarian 

The Sun is Also a Star 
by Nicola Yoon 

 
*** Contains mature 

content *** 
 

Natasha is a girl who believes in science and facts. Daniel has always been a good son and 
good student. But when he sees Natasha he forgets all that and believes there is something 
extraordinary in store for both of them. 
 
* #1 New York Times Bestseller, A National Book Award Finalist, A 2017 Michael L. Printz Honor 
Book, A New York Public Library Best Book for Teens,A Walter Award Honor Book, 
Recommended by Ms. Crider, KCMS ELA Teacher and Ms. Herrera, KCMS ELL Teacher 



Piecing Me Together 
By Renee Watson 

 

Tired of being singled out at her mostly-white private school as someone who needs support, 
high school junior Jade would rather participate in the school's amazing Study Abroad program 
than join Women to Women, a mentorship program for at-risk girls. 
 
* Winner of NPR's Best Books of 2017, 2017 New York Public Library Best Teen Book of the 
Year, A School Library Journal Best Book of 2017, Kirkus Reviews' Best Teen Books of 2017, 
recommended by Emilie Nickoloff, KCMS Digital Teacher Librarian 

Freak the Mighty  
by W.R. Philbrick 

 

At the beginning of eighth grade, Max, who has a learning disability, and his new friend Freak, 
whose birth defect has affected his body but not his brilliant mind, find that when they combine 
forces they make a powerful team. 
 
* ALA Notable Children’s Books 1995, New York Public Library Books for the Teen Age 1998, 
Recommended by Ms. Penrose, KCMS ELA Teacher 

Restart  
By Gordon Korman 

 

Chase does not remember falling off the roof, in fact he does not remember anything about 
himself, and when he gets back to middle school he begins to learn who he was through the 
reactions of the other kids--trouble is, he really is not sure he likes the Chase that is being 
revealed, but can he take the opportunity amnesia has provided and restart his life? 
 
* Recommended by Juliann Brant, Normandy Elementary Digital Teacher Librarian 

Refugee  
By Alan Gratz 

 

Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi 
Germany; Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the riots and unrest plaguing her country in 1994; 
and Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015 whose homeland is torn apart by violence and destruction, 
embark on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. 
 
* Recommended by Arra Katrona, Jeffco Public Library Teen Services Coordinator 

 






